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“John, I think it Is just dreadful.”

“What is that, Mary?” Mr. Atkins
jaid down his paper with an ill sup-
pressed sigh and turned to his wife,
who was busily sewing on'the opposite
side of the table,

“There you are again, John,” return-
el Mrs. Atkins impatiently. “Frown-
ing like a thunder cloud just because I
dared to interrupt your reading that
evening paper. It's always the same
thing. You have become as settled in
your ways as if you were)sixty. Now,
1 think it is dreadful to et ourselves
get that way when we've only been
married fifteen years.’

“What would youi suggest, dear?”
asked bher husband, ,feeling that the
only possible hope he) had of resuming
bis paper lay in mild imethods. “I have
been under the impwession that we
were rather a modeljcouple.”

“Why, we've lostiall the romance of
life,” retorted his wife. “When we first
met, and even after we were married,
we used to take nice long walks and
drives or go to the theater often. Now
we don’t do anything but sit around in
the evenings, you reading your paper
and I sewing until bedtime. It s not
ﬂ'ht-"

‘Mr. Atkins did not reply, neither did
he resume his paper. His wife's re-
marks had awakened memories of
pleasant days of long ago, yet, pleas-
ant as those days had been, the present
life suited him better. He loved his
home. To him it was the oasis where
he could come after a strenuous day in
the desert of business life. The quiet
smoke and the evening paper after
supper, when the children were snug
in bed, were sources of keen enjoy-
ment. Being a just man, however, he
began to consider the other side of the
question. His wife had strenuous days,
too, in the home, yet evenings brought
no change to her, as it did to him. No
wonder she yearned for the romance of
former days. She must have some re-
llef from the dull monotony of home
life, and he resolved to see to it.

Accordingly the next morning Mr.
'‘Atkins purchased tickets for the night
performance at the theater. Mrs. At-
kins just bubbled over with joy at the

SHE OLUNG TO HEB HUSBAND'S ARM AS

THEY WALKED DOWN THE STRENE
prospect and became quite girlish as
she prepared for the unusual occasion.
8he clung to her husband’s arm as they
walked down the street and nestled
close to bim in the car. The fifteen
years of married life were torgotten.
The four little Atkinses, slumbering
peacefully at home, faded away for the
first time in their short lives from
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rather stout woman, and John had like- |
wise developed Into a very corpulent

person. .

The seat of the buggy was too sma.!
tor the full enjoyment of the trip. In
deed, It soon became simply torture to
Mrs. Atkins as they jolted over some
rough places.

“John, 1 can’t stand this any longer,"
she groaned as the buggy went over a
bowlder lying In the road ¢o her hus-
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band's side, and his welght pressed her |

agalnst the side bar of the vehicle so |
forcibly that she felt sure her hip was |

dislocated. |

“It's pretty rough,” assented Mr. At
kins, who was equally as uncomforta-
ble. “Let me slip back, and you sit
on the edge of the seat. That'll give
us more room.”

This arrangement did fairly well for
a time until Mrs. Atkins, sitting bolt
upright, without any support for her
back, began to feel the effects of her
strained position. Her husband, think.
ing only of the days of long ago, placed
his disengaged arm around her walst

Mow Are You Meeteat

marked on the heel.

to support her, but his wife decidedly
objected. }

“It Ig broad daylight, John,” she de- |
murred. “What would people think if |
they saw us driving In the park insuch |
a way? You forget we are old married |
people.” .

“That’'s what I thought you wanted |
to forget, Mary,” observed her hus- |
band, rather relishing the turn affairs |
had taken. l

“8o0 1 do,” returned Mrs, Atkins se-
verely, “but you know I never allowed
you-to put your arm around me when
any one was present. I think we had
better go home."”

As they turned into the road that led
homeward they noticed a mass of dark
clouds that had gathered in the west,
Mr. Atkins applied the whip freely, |
but the liveryman had selected a horse
suitable for the use of a middle aged
couple, and all the efforts at fast driv-
ing were in vain. The big drops began
to fall, and then the storm broke in all
its fury. They were a mile away from
shelter, and Mrs. Atkins would not let
ber husband drive beneath the over-
bhanging branches of a tree for fear of
lightning. The rubber laprobe and the
side and back curtains had been for-
gotten by the man who harnessed up
the team, The result was unpleasant.
A limp, disconsolate couple alighted at
the Atkins home just as the storm
broke and the sun streamed forth
again.

“Mary,” sald Mr. Atkins the next
morning at the breakfast table, “we've
tried the theater and the driving, but
they didn't seem to bring as keen en-
joyment as they did In years past.
This evening we'll take a nice, long
walk and see how that works.” _

“Indeed we won't,” declared his wife
stifiing a groan as a twinge of rheu.
matism made {its presence known.
“I've had enough, thank you, and, in
future, intend to conduct myself as &
womau of forty should do. No more
playing I'm young and giddy again for
mn

“Thank God,” returned Mr. Atkins,
fervently and plousiy. |

“I'm pretty stif myself from that |
ducking I got last night, but [ was de-
teﬂml.wd to get romantic again If I
could.” ,

|

Energy of Will, f

Energy of will is the soul of every
great character. Where it is there is
resolute character; where it I8 not there |
Is faintness, with effeminacy, despond-
ency, neglect of duty and failure. “The
strong man and the waterfall,” says a
proverb, “channel their own path.” ‘
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